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Developing venues and creating room to
support the development of Iocal culture, arts, .
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| have put forward 7 suggestions in the above mentioned motion which urged the Government to face
up to the problem and to create more room. Details are as follows:
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Continue on building government venues

The former municipal councils proposed 139 venues building projects, but only 65 of them were
completed, while 17 projects were suspended or cancelled after consultation. For the rest of the
remaining projects, 6 are under planning, 9 are partially completed, and 12 are included in the
building and rebuilding plans in the coming five years. f. Indeed, all these projects have been
studied as early as in 2000, but many of them have not even started yet. | hope that the
Government can speed up the planning process and implement the remaining projects very
soon.
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Review the policy on industrial buildings

Operating in industrial buildings is almost the only viable option for cultural, arts and sports
groups. The Government should respond these changes in society with innovative ideas. In the
short run, the Government should consider exempting the fee of application for temporary
wavier for change in the use of industrial buildings and, taking into account the fire safety
requirements, consider relaxing the use of industrial buildings on lower floors as soon as
possible. In the long run, the definition of “use of industrial buildings” should be reviewed to
incorporate the needs of cultural, arts, and sports sectors so that these groups can develop
stably in industrial buildings.
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Utilize vacant government land and school premises

Many groups are interested in applying vacant school premises and government land. However,
the application process is complicated and the cost of repairing works is high. The Government
has proposed to set aside $1 billion in this year's Budget to provide financial and technical
assistance which is expected to resolve the difficulties of the applying groups. | hope that the
Government can listen to the views of the related sectors when formulating the scheme, simplify
the application process, and increase the transparency to encourage utilization.

In addition, the Government has indicated that it will find suitable vacant school premises to
provide more venues for artists and arts groups in the 2013 Policy Address. Unfortunately, only
1 vacant school premise was found and successfully transformed into an art development
center after all these years. | hope that the Government will continue to identify suitable places
for operating cultural and sports facilities and open up more space for cultural and recreational
activities.
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Open up more public spaces

Currently, the Government has a policy of opening up public spaces for arts exhibitions, but
there is room for improvement. For example, the lobby and passage of various Government
buildings should also be opened to artists to display their artworks. In addition, although the
Mong Kok Pedestrian Precinct has been shut down, the Government should take the
opportunity to set up a licensing mechanism for street performances so that this culture can be
developed in an orderly manner.
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Enhance the Opening up School Facilities Scheme

The Government implemented the “Opening up School Facilities for Promotion of Sports
Development Scheme” last year. However, there are only 17 sports groups joining the scheme
to organize their activities in 15 schools. | believe that the Government needs to work more on
matching and strengthening the links between schools and sports groups. At the same time, the
Government may consider subsidizing sports groups on the shortfall between renting LCSD’s
and schools’ venues to encourage joining the scheme. Moreover, if the Government can
uniformly purchase third-party liability insurance for all schools in Hong Kong, there will be more
incentive for sports groups to joining the scheme.
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Enhance the leasing policy for government venues

Although the Government has introduced two new measures to curb venues touting activities,
the problem remains. | hope that the Government can review the leasing policy and strictly
enforce the booking requirements in order to clamp down on “scalping”. On the other hand,
given the renting policies of community centres and community halls in 18 districts are different
with low transparency, application procedures are often complicated with many restrictions
imposed. The Government should enhance the leasing policy and relax the restrictions so that
the arts and cultural groups can use the community halls for rehearsal or training when the
venues are idle.
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Motivate the construction of more venues by stipulating in the land lease
covenants

The Government adopted my suggestion earlier to include a cinema requirement in the land
lease of two business sites in Kai Tak and Shatin. In addition, the Government also requires a
site in Aberdeen to reserve space for arts and cultural purposes so as to establish a permanent
office for the Arts Development Council. | hope that the Government can extend this policy to
other arts and cultural facilities, such as small and medium-sized performance and exhibition
venues, bookshops, etc.
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