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'Response to The 2018-19 Budget
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The current SAR Government announced its first Budget in February and proposed a number of
suggestions to support the development of local culture, art, and sports. The main contents are
summarized as follows:
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Set aside $20 billion for the improvement and development of cultural
facilities
My view:

The late arrival of good news complements the deficiencies in the construction of cultural
facilities in the past. Hopefully, these projects can be launched as soon as possible, and more
places can be found to build cultural venues so as to provide more high-quality places for the
development of cultural and arts sectors.
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Provide an additional recurrent provision of $55 million to support the nine
major performing arts groups as well as small and medium arts groups
funded by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council, and allocate more

resources to the small and medium arts groups under the Venue Partnership
Scheme implemented by the LCSD starting from 2018-19

My view:

It is a timely measure for the Government to provide appropriate resources to the major arts
groups and small and medium arts groups to cope with the increasing expenses and support
their development.
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Inject an additional $500 million into the Art Development Matching Grants

Pilot Scheme and consider relaxing its matching parameters to encourage
donations

My view:

This suggestion responds to the industry’s appeal. Hopefully, the details of relaxing matching
parameters can be released as soon as possible so as to effectively broaden the scope of the
application and to facilitate different types of arts groups in acquiring business sponsorship
and resources.
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Increase the recurrent provision progressively to $50 million for supporting
Hong Kong’s arts groups and artists to perform and stage exhibitions outside
Hong Kong; and provide $140 million to support local arts groups and artists
for cultural exchanges in the Bay Area

My view:
It is worth supporting that the government allocates additional resources to support more
artists and art groups to promote overseas, and also in the Bay Area particularly.
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Allocate an additional $200 million to Hong Kong public libraries in the
coming 5 years for promoting reading among children and families

My view:

The suggestion is welcomed but its efforts should be strengthened. Still, it is disappointing
that the Government reserves no resource in this financial year for the introduction of Public
Lending Rights, which support local publishers and writers and promote local creative
industry.
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Inject an additional $5 billion into the Elite Athletes Development Fund

My view:

Last year, | pointed out that the Government'’s injection of $1 billion into the fund was not
enough to meet the amount needed for operating the Sports Institute, as well as the
continuation of promoting elite sports. The injection of $5 billion into the fund is a response to
my urge.
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Allocate $100 million for the launch of a five-year District Sports Programmes
Funding Scheme

My view:

Though | support the proposal, the subsidy is insufficient as each district can only get around
$1 million extra per year. Consideration should be given to increase the amount of funding so
that each district sports organization can have sufficient resources to promote community
participation in sports.
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Allocate $500 million for a new Major Sports Events Matching Grant Scheme

My view:

It is believed that the scheme will help local sports organizations in acquiring business
sponsorship and promote more large-scale sports events to be held in HK, hopefully, the
Government can announce the details as soon as possible.
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Conduct a comprehensive review of the Sports Subvention Scheme

My view:

The scope of the review should take into account the needs of National Sports Associations
(NSAs) or sports organizations in attracting and nurturing sports administrative and
management personnel by strengthening financial support so as to retain talents and enhance
the ability of NSAs and sports organizations in governance and administration.
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Set aside $1 billion to subsidize the costs of basic works of eligible projects,
and coordinate the efforts of government departments in providing technical
advice to the user organizations who use vacant government sites and school
premises

My view:

It is believed that the S1 billion subsidies and relevant technical support will relieve some of
the burden from the approved applicants and encourage more interested parties to apply for
the scheme. At the same time, | hope the Government can simplify the application procedures
and increase the transparency of information for applicants.
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Inject another $1 billion into the CreateSmart Initiative

My view:

It is merely a response to the recommendation of the Policy Address. There is no measure to
promote different sectors of the creative industry. It is disappointing that the Government fails
to pay enough attention to the creative industry’s development.
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