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> > Follow up on arts, cultural and sports operations

in Industrial buildings

Land resources in Hong Kong are scarce and hence arts, cultural and sports sectors suffer from the
shortage of land for development. Over the years, groups and organizations from these sectors have
been moving their operations to industrial building units for affordable rents and fine compartment.
However, these groups and organizations have to operate under a lot of restrictions because the
administration fails to renew its policy for revitalized industrial buildings.

Enforcement actions against lease breaches by the administration has stepped up after the fire in the
mini-storages of industrial building at Ngau Tau Kok broke out in June last year, many organizations
received warning letters from the Lands Department, requiring them to rectify the breach of uses.

Over the last year, | have been concerning about this issue and proposing to the
government to release more floor space in industrial buildings for arts, cultural
and sports groups. My follow-up actions include:

Organized a forum on “the prospects of industrial buildings” to collect the views and
concerns of arts, cultural and sports groups on the enforcement actions, and reflected
them to the Development Bureau and Lands Department.

E Conducted an opinion survey on the use of industrial buildings and enforcement actions.
The results showed that other than arts, cultural and sports industries, the public also
hoped that the government could suspend its enforcement actions and agree to revise
the definition of “industrial use” so that arts, cultural, and sports groups could legally
operate in industrial buildings.

B Raised a question at the LegCo to urge the government for relaxing current strict
compliance with lease conditions on non-industrial uses in industrial buildings and
sought for a temporary waiver for industrial units that convert into arts, cultural and
sports uses.

n Publicized an article to urge the government for giving more rooms for arts, cultural and
sports groups to survive in industrial buildings.

Visited some industrial buildings in Fo Tan so as to understand the situation of arts
groups and arts participants.

E Held meetings with the officials of the Security Bureau, the Fire Services Department, the
Buildings Department, the Lands Department, the Planning Department and the Food
and Environmental Hygiene Department to discuss the use of industrial building units for
arts, cultural and sports uses and urged the administration to take into account the
current situation and adjust its policy.

| will continue to urge the government:

n To suspend the enforcement actions: grant longer grace periods to those who use
industrial building units for arts, cultural and sports purposes that do not involve high
fire safety risk, so that they have more time to rectify the breach of uses or to find
another venue for operation.

E To relax the use of industrial buildings on certain floors: accept converting the units on
lower floors (e.g. not exceeding five storeys) which do not involve high fire safety risk to
non-industrial uses, including arts, cultural and sports groups.

B To launch trial scheme in government-owned industrial buildings: there are 6
government-owned industrial buildings currently. The government may consider
allowing arts, cultural and sports groups to rent them as venue for performing, arts
education, recreational, sports training, and etc., thus providing more space for these

To grant temporary waiver: In order to increase the incentive of owners in application for
converting their premises for arts, cultural and sports purposes, the government should
grant them temporary wavier and simplify the application procedures.

To review its policy of industrial building: the restrictions on industrial buildings and the
definition of “industrial use” should be relaxed and revised so that arts, cultural and
sports uses are allowed.
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